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May Jesis Christ be praised!

I am writing to the Pontifical Commission Ecclesia Dei to ask for clarification of the
doubts in the application of the liturgy of the extravrdinary form of the roman rite. As a
dioeesan priest celebrating this liturgy, | write a doctoral dissertation entitled " An extraordimary
Jorm of the roman rite. The rites of liturgy and the legal position of the communities affer the
__Se:rgg."irur.‘rmfm;! The dissertation is being written chl: F wculty of Canon Law at the
. "ﬂn; fof the autinn of
"1 LY Ehhngdt writing of
the dicastery, Explanations would be used in &Lr‘df:dmal dissertation, which will be published
in the form of a book and will kelp the people of the liturgical tradition in Poland and in Polonia.
Faithfuls of this liturgy also ask these questions.

So please answer the following questions:

1. Inthe liturgy of the word, in the Mass recited ( Missa lecta) the lesson and the Gospel

can be read only in the national language (Instruction Universae Ecelesiae, no. 26). Can

lectionary of an erdingry form af the roman rite be used, which the 1exis correspond o

the Missal of 19627

Is it permitted 1o use the third Confiteor before the Communion of the faithfuls? I is

known that it was formally abolished (Rubric of the Missol and Roman Breviary, no.

S03), but many liturgical groups in Poland continue to practice this rite, There is also a

discussion on its application. In private letter of 20 November 2010 Commission has

confirmed possibility of use the third Confitear.

3. lIsit permitted 1o bless the child with a Host who does not receive Communion vet while
giving the Communion to the faithfuls? We can meel the practice nflh: child's blessing
with a sign of the cross without giving him Communion.

4. Is it possible 10 use the formula ofa Saint from the Missal of Paul ¥1 ot the celebration
of the Mass according to the Missal of John XXIT? In a private letter of 7 April 1993
in number 4 (Prot. 8. 2492), the Commission authorized the use of Saints’ formulag

(&

duhi ii:pmﬂ%lmghd like 10 présent 1.



canonized after 1962 issued by the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline
of the Sacraments. supplementing the missing elements from the common lexis. So how
do you understand this permission?

I5 it possible 1o celebrate the Sundey Mass formula in an eviraordingy form of the
romnn rife on Saturday in the aflermoon?

Con an acolvte who 15 not a seminanst and seminerist who is not yet an acolyie (but
who has worn a cassock) serve as a subdeacon in the liturgy of the Mass? A positive
answer scems 10 be suggesied by previous statements of the Commission (7 June 1993
- Prot. N. 24/92: 6 November 2012 - Prot, N. 39/2011L; & May 2013 - Prot. N.
39201 1L).

Can n lay person serve as @ masier of ceremony during a Pontifical Mass in ar
extraordinary form of the romean rite? 1f so, is it permissible for 2 person (o dress the
costume of the master of ceremony, which is sssigned 1o a pries?

Is it possible 1o use the Ritiale Romarens from 19352 during the celebration of the funeral
with the sshes of the faithful after the cremation of the body (um)? 1f s0, how should
the celebration look like?

Is it possible 1o use the Rituafe Romarnm from 1952 a the burial of a child wha died
before he had been baptized? In such circumstances, should one rather use the Ritual
issued after the Second Vatican Council in which such a rite was foreseen?

10, Is it possible 1o use Colfectio Rinium for Poland, which on 23 October 1959 (ND 2/957)

12.

13,

14,

was approved by the Sacred Congregation of Rites, and it came imo force on 14 April
19637 In Mot Proprio Summorum Pontificum and Instruction Universae Ecelesioe is
mentioned about books in force in 1962, there 15 no mention of the possibility of using
Callgetior-Ritunim,

. Preparing an adult for baptismand using en exteaordinary fokm af the ramdp rite, should

we use the texts introduced to the Rinale Romanum by degree of the_Sacred
Congregation of Rites dated 27 Movember 1959 (removed texts to be pronounced by a
baptism candidate converted from paganism, Judaism, lslam or Protestantism -
Ephemerides Liturgicae T4 [1960] 133) and by decree Ordo Bapiismi adultorum of 16
April 1962 (imtroduced rites divided into seven levels of catechumenate with the
addition of Cvde Baprismi adulreron per grodus Catechumenaiuy disposiiug - AAS 54
[1962] 310-33K)7

Does the authority for absolution received by the priests of the FSSPX from Pope
Francis through the Apostolic Letter Misericordio of misera include priesis of religious
communities that are part of the Fraternity and priests of religious communities that are
mssockated with the Fraternity but are not formally part of it?

Are nen-roman rites (mozarabe and ambrosian) and roman territorial rites {diocese of
Lyon and Braga) regulated by the Motu Proprio Summorum Pomvificum? Instruction
Lmiversae Ecclesioe only mentions the books of 1962 of religious communities (no.
34).

Whan are the legal regulations for the celebration of the liturgy in the rives mentioned in
the previous question? Should they be celebrated only in a specific territory? Is the
consent of the ordinary of the place (the diocesan hishop) necessary for the celebration
of the liturgy in the anciens forn of the old-spanish, ambrosion, fragan or lyonnais rite’?

. Dioes the use of the books of roman religious rites of 1962 refer only to members of

these institutes (Instruction Universae Ecclesioe, no. 34)7 For example, can a diocesan
priest make a Mass in an extracrdinary form of deminican rite? If so, should he do this



only in the chapel or the church of the religious community? Does he need permission
from the general superior of the community of this rite or maybe form another superior?

16, Do subdeacons have the canonical obligntion to recite the Breviary? Through the law
expressed in the Code of Canon Law of 1983, clergymen are understood as deacons,
presbyiers and bishops (c. 1009 § 1 C1C), In the light of Instruction Universae Ecolesioe
{no, 27), we should use discipline contained in the Code of Canon Law of 1983, Sa,
shiould it be govemed by the Constitutions of a community, which can oblige
subdeacons to recite Breviariem Romanum?

17. According to the directives some of the Episcopal Conferences and diocesan bishops
diocesan bishop is given the right to determine the size and even the type of group of
faithfuls (coetus fidefium) who can ask the parish priest for a permanent celebration of
the Mass in an extroordingry form. Do these directives have the legal force? This
directives seem 1o contradict the Motu Proprio Sustmortn Posilficin. In the Instruction
Universoe Ecclesiae is mentioned about several people or ceriam persons {aligudbus
persaniv) who can form a stable group of the faithfuls. Also, in the conviction of
canonists, the size of the group, which is not specifically defined, is based on the
principle tres fociun collegium (c. 115 § 2 CIC), o three people ane enough 10 create a
coetus fidelivm. In addition, introduction of a higher number by the bishops may be
hindrance of realization of the papal Motu Proprio and make this liurgy more resiricied
for the faithfuls.

I8, According 1o the directives some of the Episcopal Conferences or diocesan hishops the
decision 0 allow a permanent celebration of the Mass in an extraordinary form is
:nlruﬂcd rpl to the parish priest but to the diocesan bishop in a situation where faithfuls

s parishcs Create coefiy fidelfim. Do these directives hive thie legal
Ia-rq'."rhm regtivés seem o contradict the Mot Proprio ﬂuunﬁnm!nugﬂcpn?li:
the Instrugtion iniversoe Edcesiae puhlggicd three vears afier_the publication of the
guidelines nfthe Eplmpnl Conferences, it was specified thal coetu fidelinm can be
created by believers of various parishes and even various dioceses (no. 15),

19, Aecording to the some directives of the Episcopal Conferences or diocesan bishops the
Mass in an extraordingry form can’t replace the Mass celebrated in an ordinary firm
hitherto, Do these directives have the Jegal force? In the Mot Proprio Swmmorum
Pontificum and the Instruction Lniversae Eccelesiae, there 15 no such regulation. and
such a directive seems o narmow the papal Mot Proprio. In addition, from documents,
it seemns that the pasior should assess the situntion and set a fixed time for the celebration
of the Muass in an extraordinary form, after informing the faithfuls sbout it

200 In the Instruction Lwiversae Eeclesioe (no. 27) it was indicated that the current
discipline of the Code of Canon Law of 1983 prevails over the discipling of 1962,
including the books of 1962. Does this directive refer only to the disciplinary norms of
the Code of Canon Law of 19837 Does this directive refer also 1o other disciplinary
norms issued after 1962, for example by the dicasteries of the Roman Curia” Do other
disciplinary norms estublished nfter 1962, but not included in the Code of John Paul 11,
prevail over those of 19627

21. Do the decrees of the Sacred Congregation of Rites published incessantly since 1588
{ Decreta Authentica Congregationis Sucrorum Rituum, ex actis eiusedem collecra...
ete. ) begally bind with regand 10 an extraordingry form of the roman riie?

12, Pontifical Commission Ecclesia Dei as a dicastery of Roman Curia responds 1o dubia
concemning o the liturgy in an exrraordinary form of the roman rite, Do these responses



have a rank equal to the decrees of the Sacred Congregation of Rites (Decreta
Anthentica ... )?

23, In some places there is a practice of celebrating Solemn Mass on the Eve of the

Pentecost the in an extraordingry form of the roman rite, preceded by the devotion of
baptismal water according to the liturgical books earlier than that in force in 1962, Is
the celebration of Eve of the Pentecost rites according 1o books earlier than those in
force in 1962 admissible” And if not. is it allowed to celebrate these rites of the Eve of
Pentecost before the Mass at least as a “private devotion™?

24, Is it permissible during the Mass in an extraordinary form of the roman rite, © sing

25

gregorian chants using a different method than the Solezmian method provided for by
Graduale Romamom 1961, in particular: 1) the semiological method of Fugene
Cardine's house (eng. Semiology. "Gregorian's Semiology” by Eugene Cardine): 2) the
method of Marce] Peres (vocal technigue hased on eastern [especitally croatian| practice
used widely by Marcel Peres and his studenis); 3) using Craduale Romarum 1908,
omitting the rules and regulations regarding the technigque of singing the gregorian chant
prescribed in the Graduale Romanum 19617

In some places, gregorian chants are occasionally performed with a varety of tropes. Is
it permissible in gregorian chant during the liturgy in an extraordingry form of the
roman rite 1o use tropes, for example: Glaria in excelsis Deo. Er in terra pax hominibus
bamnerir velurntantls. Lans tuo Deiis resonet coram fe Rex, Lovdams te. (ui venisti propier
nose. Rex angelorum Dews, Benedicamux te. [ sede moiestatios tuse. Adoramus fe.
Veneranda Trinitas, Glorificamus e, etc. (Benevemt VL 34, Mus, Pal. XV, 238)7

26, How to understand practice of singing songs in vernacular at Missa in cann? It is

29,

witnally used for example diring the procession of entering jof afier perfaniting fan |
antiphon in Latin (after Aht ad Offirtorium ot An. adf Compunion). Doubts grisé from |
th fact that in the Em:}thuﬁ \Musicae sagrpe discipling 1936 and in the Instrugtion De
muisica sacra 1958 (no. 14. a) it was indicated that this should be done only with the
permission of the local ordinary and if it is a centenary or immemorial custom,

- Is the female sole singing allowed during the liurgy in am extraordinary form of the

roman rite. in connection with the Instruction Musicam Sacram published in 19677 The
Sacred Congregation of Rites, in reply of 10 July 1939, for dubio regarding the
Instruction D mmvica sacra from 1958 (questions were asked by Alojzy Carli - hishop
of Segni), stated that sole singing shouldn't be performed by a woman (no. 3-4).

- On 20 June 1964, by o decree of the Sacred Congregation of Rites (Prow N. D. 17/963),

new polish Miss formulas for the Palonige proprium were introduced for the dioceses
of Poland. Should we use formulas introduced in 1964 or those of 19627

Similarly to the permits isswed for the celebration of Holy Week according wo the
liturgical books in force before the (rdo Hebdomadie Sanciae Imstauratus, is it
provided in the future to be allowed to celebrate the Holy Week according 1o the last
edition of the Cagremonialy Episcoporum, instead of the Rine Pomrificalis Ovdinis
Hebdomisdae Senctae Instourali issued in 19587

Waiting for responses
with filial affection
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