
FIUV PRESS RELEASE: ON THE GOOD FRIDAY ‘PRAYER FOR THE JEWS’ 
 

The Prayer for the Jews used in the Extraordinary Form Good Friday Liturgy continues to be 
a source of comment and misunderstanding, and the FIUV wishes to respond as follows. 
 
Statement by the President of the FIUV, Felipe Alanís Suárez: 
 
It was to avoid misunderstandings of the Prayer for the Jews that Pope Benedict XVI 
composed the 2008 version of the prayer, which is clearly based on what is essential to 
Christianity: the acceptance of Christ as the saviour of the whole world, and the desire that all 
persons be saved. Jews are mentioned because of their special role in the history of salvation, 
and the special concern we must have for our ‘elder brothers’ (as Pope St John Paul II called 
them). The prayer looks forward to the incorporation of the Jewish people, of which Our 
Lord Jesus Christ and His first disciples were all members, in the salvation won for the 
human race by Christ on the Cross, a reconciliation which, as St Paul teaches, will be fulfilled 
only towards the end of history. 
 
The FIUV is convinced that any possible continuing misunderstanding regarding the Good 
Friday Prayer for the Jews can be resolved in the context of the Magisterium of the Church, 
without veiling the treasures of our Faith. 
 
We, as faithful attached to the Extraordinary Form of the Roman Rite, acknowledge that to 
ask of our Lord for the grace of sharing with all our brothers the joy of salvation in Jesus 
Christ, is an act of humility and selfless love, and a spiritual work of mercy.   
 
The FIUV entirely rejects all hatred and hostility towards the Jewish people, and all forms of 
unjust discrimination. 
 
Further observations: 
 
1. Although the Novus Ordo Good Friday Prayer for the Jews does not explicitly refer to 
Jews acknowledging Christ as Saviour, other prayers in the revised liturgy do so. The Novus 
Ordo Vespers of Easter Sunday includes the prayer ‘Let Israel recognize in you the Messiah 
it has longed for’; the Morning Office of 31st December includes the prayer ‘Christ, Son of 
David, fulfilment of the prophecies, may the Jewish people accept you as their awaited 
Deliverer [Latin: Messiah].’ 
 
2. In their daily prayers, Jews pray for the conversion of ‘all of the impious of the earth’. 
Rabbi Jacob Neusner, responding to criticisms of the 2008 Prayer for the Jews, pointed out 
the parallel with the Prayer for the Jews and remarked ‘The Catholic prayer manifests the 
same altruistic spirit that characterizes the faith of Judaism.’ (Die Tagespost,23 Feb 2008)[1] 
 
3. Walter, Cardinal Kasper, defended the 2008 prayer, explaining that a hope that Jews 
accept Christ, which may be fulfilled only by God, rather than by targeted proselytism, and 
eschatologically (at the end of history), is nothing more than a necessary consequence of the 
Christian faith: 
 
A sincere dialogue between Jews and Christians, …is possible only, on the one hand, on the 
basis of a shared faith in one God, creator of heaven and earth, and in the promises made to 



Abraham and to the Fathers; and on the other, in the awareness and respect of the 
fundamental difference that consists in faith in Jesus as Christ and Redeemer of all 
men. (L'Osservatore Romano 10th April 2008)[2] 

 
Background: 
 
1. The prayer used today in the Extraordinary Form was composed by Pope Benedict XVI in 
2008, in response to concerns about the wording of the previously used prayer, and runs as 
follows: 
Let us also pray for the Jews: that our God and Lord may illuminate their hearts, that they 
acknowledge Jesus Christ is the Saviour of all men. 
 
2. It is recited, in Latin, once a year, in the small number of churches worldwide where 
the Good Friday Liturgy is celebrated in the Extraordinary Form. It forms part of a 
series of prayers for different categories of persons, both within and without the Church, the 
latter including heretics and pagans. In each case the celebrant prays for God’s graces for 
them. This pattern is followed in the reformed, 1970 (‘Novus Ordo’) Missal, although the 
wording of the prayers is different.[3] 
 
3. The prayer is based on Scripture, notably St Paul. The image of ‘light’ penetrating the 
hearts of the Jews is drawn from 2 Cor 4:3-6; St Paul speaks of the eventual conversion of the 
Jews in Romans 11:25-26. Romans 11:29 says of the Jewish Covenant that God ‘never 
revokes His promises’, which is quoted by Vatican II’s Nostra aetate, and by Pope St John 
Paul II, as the basis for a special affection and respect which Christians owe the Jewish 
people.[4] 

 
 
[1] The full text of the article can be seen in English here: 
http://chiesa.espresso.repubblica.it/articolo/193041?eng=y 
[2] The full text can be found in English here: 
http://chiesa.espresso.repubblica.it/articolo/197381?eng=y 
[3] The different versions of the Good Friday Prayer for the Jews can be found on Wikipedia: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Good_Friday_prayer_for_the_Jews 
[4] Romans 11:29: ‘For the gifts and the calling of God are without repentance.’ Quoted by 
Nostra aetate 4, and Pope St John Paul II in his Address to the Jewish Community of Berlin 
on 17th November 1980. 
 


